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The plan is currently pricey and mainfmne-~riented~ , - .-. ,*,-- d
suppot for ~lientlserver~
Windows 3.0and LANs mav h e l ~ . L -. :-3
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hejury is still out on IBM's plan for providing
application standardsa m platforms. But
before the industry can fairlyjudge the SAA
blueprint, it must have time to evolve. Current
drawbacks, such as expense and lack of products, may not
be an issue over time. With IBM's track record as an industry leader, organizations committed to Big Blue would
be well advised to prepare the way for SAAmigration.
Much of what is included in IBWs plan for providing application standards across platforms is not new. On the
other hand, SAA contains some important, novel concepts.
For example, Common User Access, the "look and feel"
style guide for SAA applications,will help create a commonality across all modern IBM applications. It combines
the advantage of diverse IBM platforms with the standard
look that characterizes Macintosh applications.
Another critical SAA component is Distributed Data Systems Architedure. In the past, the most advanced data
management implied the use of RDBMSs. In the future,
thiscapabilitywill be available under SAA, but with implementation over a network of computers. In other words,
a single logical database view will be available to applications, independent of where the data is stored, IBM calls
this"single-system image."This capability will transcend
dl of the IBM RDBMSs-a8 well as the SAAUnix environment GBMs ADJ. The architecture for distriiuted relational data @RDA) that will do "sing€wy&.em image"is
>penand published.
To date, ADICycle-IBM's approachto C-is
the SAA
mmponent that has received the most media attention It
IS notjust another modeling and methodology tool, howev2r, ADlCycle is a standard underlying platform that will allow a database approachto be applied bapplication devel~pment"objects." ADlCycle's goal is to allow for the ig-te- ".
p t i o n of diverse Case tools h m different vendors..i:z:+,'
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so supported and is the designated
code generator for the ADlCycle

Case environment. However, none
of these languages defines how to
build applications that execute
across multiple platforms.
Adopt ClientlServerThinking. IBM's thinking about distributed applicationshas centered
on data systems architemureand
distributed SQL DBMS. While the
concepts of distributed SQL are elegant and sophisticated, the delivery of these capabilities
is now planned over the next five years. ClientfserverSQL
solutions are simpler and might be deliverableearlier.
Support Windsws 3.0. IBMs workstation stan*
are built m u n d OSJ2EE. This environment requires a
large 80386 PS/2, which costs around $10,000. Since few
exist;ing PCs have enough power to run OS2/EE,this
means substantial added outlays for most potential SAA
users. DOWmdows 3.0 has a GUI that is almost identical to OY2's Presentation Manager. Support for Wmdows
3.0 on clients would not require a migration away h m
DOS and would require less investment hardware.
Support IndependentLANApplicationEnuimnmen&. IBM's leading LAN p d u c t , OOS/2EE,includes a
GUT, an SQL DBMS and a comunications capability.Instead of thinlang about a complete application that can
run on the PC platform, however, IBM has handicapped
the DBMS by not including roll-forward recovery. That
limits OS/2EE to read onlyldecisionsupport applications.
Incorporate ObjectDevelopmentIlbols in SAA. 08
ject-oriented languages and tooh are paying off in terms of
savings associatedwith softwarereusability IBM understands the potential of thistechnology because it has licensed the Nr&Ti%p s o h a r e environment h mNeXT.It
Eqwnse. M h a r d w a r e is expensive. AS/4M)a and $$$i . 5- is expectedthat a version of NeXI'Step wiU appear on
IBM's W 6 0 0 0 machines.
3090s are not cheap by today's standards.
Much of the recent public criticism of SAA has focused on
MainMentalZly. IBM is not really committed to
mmmercial applicationenvironments that operate entirely the notion that three years &r its announcement, few
firms have committed to SAA compliance. However, imn the AM (Unix) or LAN environments.While IBM supportant s o h a r e developments can take the better p a t of
mrts many producta on these downsized platforms, they
a decade to have +or impact. For example, no one w d d
nust be supplemented with mahfmme support and syssay that IBMs SNA is a paper tiger, yet it took almost a
~ mfor
s enterprise or strategic systems development.
decade to become a communicationsstandard,
There are severalthings that IBM could do to impmve
jAk Naturall~the sooner these capabilitiesare available,
SAA should be evaluated within a similar tim-e.
For SAA to be successll, IBMs distributed database and
he better the computing aammunity's reception for SAA.
Pro&
Cooperrdive Processing Ibols. Most applica- Case environments will have to mature. In addition,
ion development languagas provided with SAA are tradi- 0SBEE will have to be widely installed as a basis for
CUA. T h e in around 1992193and the public's perception
%age Schussel is thepresident ofDigital Consul-,
Im., an
of SAA is likely to be much improved.
W u e r , Mm-based sponsor of mmputer industry oo&mnim
The realimpact of the SAA standards is not likely to be
mdseminars.
felt until after the turn of the century...
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